









LEAGUE OF WOME 


M! IST of the measures requested by Attorney 
General Brownell to close ‘gaps of present laws 
dealing with subversion” were passed by Congress in 
the closing weeks of the session. Congress also enacted 
several laws which the Administration did not re- 
quest; these included a bill requiring “Communist 
front” and “Communist action” groups to register 
their printing equipment and a bill denying pension 
benefits to federal employees who have been convicted 
of felonies or have invoked the Fifth Amendment. 

Two of the most significant, the Communist Control 
and Immunity Acts, are combinations of Administra- 
tion requests and Congressional proposals. 


Communist Control 


The Communist Control Act provision depriving 
the Communist Party “or its successor” of all legal 
rights was not recommended by the Administration 
nor by any Congressional committee, but was added 
as a Senate floor amendment to the “Communist infil- 
trated” organization bill. The amendment as origi- 
nally passed declared Communist Party membership 
a crime, but a subsequent vote eliminated this stipu- 
lation before final passage of the bill. In effect, the 
Act means: the party ceases to exist as a legal entity, 
cannot place candidates for election on the ballot, and 
‘annot sue in the courts. 

The new Act reconfirms the requirement under the 
Internal Security Act of 1950 that the party must 
register with the Justice Department. This require- 
ment is now being contested in the courts. 

The Act further provides that individual Commu- 
nist Party members are subject to provisions and pen- 
alties of the 1950 Act, as members of a “Communist 
action” organization. Any Communist Party member 
must either register or face a penalty of ten years 
in prison and a fine of $10,000. The Act lists 14 de- 
tailed criteria for determining who is a Communist. 

This Act adds a new category of organizations— 
“Communist infiltrated,” defined as one which comes 
under control of a Communist or Communist agent. 
The Internal Security Act already prescribed ‘“Com- 
munist action” groups (direct instrumentalities of the 
world Communist movement) and “Communist 
fronts” (Communist-dominated groups used decep- 
tively for Communist purposes). This provision, 


stated in broad terminology, is especially aimed at 
labor unions in which Communist influence is deemed 
to have taken hold. This Act excludes Communist- 
dominated unions, including those found to be infil- 
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trated, from union benefits under the National Labor 
Relations Board. 
Immunity 


The second Act authorizes grants of immunity from 
prosecution to witnesses testifying on national security 
matters in order to compel them to testify before Con- 
gressional committees, federal grand juries and courts. 
The jury-court provision had been requested by the 
Administration; Congress added the Congressional 
committee provision and stipulated that a court order 
must be obtained for immunity grants. 

A law, similar in intent to the present measure, 
which provided an automatic immunity for all Con- 
gressional witnesses, was in effect from 1857 to 1862, 
but was repealed after many criminals rushed to con- 
fess in order to gain immunity. 

The new law differs in that: 1) Congress must de- 
cide in each case, by majority vote in either house o1 
by two-thirds vote of a full committee, that a witness’ 
testimony is valuable enough to request immunity; 
2) the court, with the advice of the Attorney General, 
makes the decision; 3) the testimony must concern 
national security. 

Other Legislation 

Other Administration proposals passed provide for: 

¢ Forfeiture of “nationality” by native-born or naturalized 
citizens convicted of “wilfully” performing any act to over- 
throw the U. S. Government by force or violence. The origi- 
nal proposal provided for revoking of citizenship, but was 
amended to nationality. 

¢ The death penalty or up-to-life imprisonment for peace- 
time espionage, and a broadening of the definition of sabotage 
to cover the possibility of damage by radioactive, biological 
or chemical agents. Previous espionage laws permitted: 
during wartime, up to 30 years imprisonment or the death 
penalty; during peacetime, up to 20 years imprisonment. 

¢ Bail-jumping as a separate criminal offense, subject up 
to $5,000 fine or five years imprisonment or both. Before, 
a defendant could forfeit bail without criminal penalty. This 
Act is aimed at deterring Communist Party leaders from 
“Jumping” bail. 

¢ An increased penalty for harboring a fugitive. The new 
penalty increases the $1,000 fine and/or six months in jail to 
$5,000 and five years imprisonment. 

e An extension of the statute of limitation from three to 
five years in espionage cases. 

The Attorney General has indicated he plans to push 
in the next Congress one of his proposals which did 
not pass: the bill to allow use of wiretap evidence in 
federal courts in national security cases. 
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From the 


PRESIDENT’S Desk 


Mrs. John AH. Thompson 
Miss Louise Griffith 


These two names have been added to the long list 
of great women who contributed a major part of their 
lives to public service. An airplane crash in Europe 
in early September brought a tragic end. For those 
of us who cherished their friendship their loss is ir- 
replaeeable. For those of us who work in the League 
of Women Voters, their spirit will remain to help us 
make this instrument, which they did so much to cre- 
ate and guide, a vital asset to the nation they served 


so long and so well. 


Are You Listening ? 
On the first Sunday of each month, the League has 
a five-minute spot on NBC’s “Weekend” immediately 
following the 5:00 P.M. newscast. Next one: Oct. 3. 




















Simple, But Not Easy 


| as hard to get a ticket to the United Nations 
General Assembly as to the leading show on Broad- 
way. The U.N. has now passed the Statue of Liberty 
as the top tourist attraction in New York City. 

More than twice as many members of organizations 
visited the U. N. in 1953 as in 1952. This count does 
not include the throngs of individual visitors, but 
just those who came in organized groups. 

League visitors led the parade with 4,034 members 
from 118 Leagues in 1953 as compared with 2,223 
from 66 Leagues in 1952. Runner-up in 1953 was the 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs, with 3,736 
visitors; Hadassah, with 3,699, was a close third. 

These three women’s groups are included among 
the more than 100 non-governmental national organi- 
zations which have official observers at the U. N. and 
which accounted for a total of 31,772 visitors in 1953. 

If you want to get a ticket to the United Nations, 
here’s how to try: 

For groups of ten or more, write to Public Recep- 
tion Committee, United Nations, New York City. 
Give as many alternate dates as possible, specify 
morning or afternoon sessions, say so if you want 
to take the hour’s guided tour. Advance reservations 
for individual League members should be addressed to 
Miss Williams, Room 326, United Nations, New York 
City. 


League Speaks Up On GATT 


LEAGUE spokesman testified at the public hear- 

ings held by the U. S. delegation to the coming 
conference in Geneva on review and renegotiation 
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. The 
conference will begin Nov. 8. 

At the hearings, held September 13-17 in Washing- 
ton, Mrs. Oscar M. Ruebhausen, member of the na- 
tional Board, in a 600-word statement reviewed the 
long-time interest of the League in foreign trade pol- 
icy and said in part: 

“We welcome our government’s participation in the 
forthcoming Geneva Conference for the purpose of 
reviewing the work done under GATT. 

“The League of Women Voters is convinced that 
America’s prosperity and security will best be served 
by the earliest possible determination of long-range 
and stable foreign economic policies and procedures 
to promote a freer flow and a higher volume of world 
trade. 

“Tt is our hope that the conference in Geneva, draw- 
ing on the experience of the past, may be able without 
long delay to reach agreement on a permanent inter- 
national trade organization. Through such a mecha- 
nism the United States will be able to deal with other 
countries in an orderly and agreed-upon method to 
promote its own and general world prosperity and 
peace. Recent discouraging events on the interna- 
tional political front only increase the urgency of 
achieving more stable trade relations in order to 
strengthen the unity of the free world and our chances 
for world peace.” 


U. S. DELEGATION TO U.N. 


The ninth regular session of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations will convene September 21 
at U. N. headquarters in New York City. 

Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., of Mass., is 
chairman of the U. 8S. Delegation. Other representa- 
tives are Senator H. Alexander Smith (R., N. J.), 
Senator J. W. Fulbright (D., Ark.), C. D. Jackson of 
N. Y., Charles H. Mahoney of Mich. 

Alternate Representatives are James Phillip Nash 
of Tex., Roger W. Straus of N. Y., James J. Wads- 
worth of N. Y., Mrs. Oswald B. Lord of N. Y., Ada M. 
Johnson of Washington. 
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THUMBNAIL PROBLEMS IN NONPARTISANSHIP 

Mrs. John Doe, a League Board member, believes in 
Voters Service work and is vitally interested in getting 
out the vote. When her political party needs volun- 
teers to drive voters to the polls, she accepts a job 
reporting for duty at party headquarters on election 
day and periodically is dispatched to homes in her 
precinct to drive party members to the polls. Should 
Mrs. Doe be doing this? 
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